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Ash Wednesday 

*You are invited to stand in body or spirit, as you are able. 
 

Pre-Service Music 
 

Greeting:    The Lord be with you! And also with you! 
 

Welcome and Introduction 
 

*Opening Prayer (screen)                            Jeff Pearson, Liturgist 

Creating God, still Center of the world you have made, we 

come to you in this season of turning and returning. We do not 

know how to seek you with our whole hearts, but we know 

you are our source and our destiny. In the midst of life, 

we return to you, we turn toward you. We thank you that you 

receive even the broken heart, the troubled conscience, the 

conflicted spirit. Seeking you in secret, may we honor you in 

public, through Jesus Christ, our path homeward to you. 

Amen.  
 

*Opening Hymn         Just as I Am, Without One Plea          #357 

 

Receiving God’s Tithes  
 

Offertory                           Refiner’s Fire                     Ryan Fleming           
                

Offertory Prayer (screen) 

Holy God of compassion and mercy; help us enter this holy 

season with the hearts you desire and with the sacrifices that 

please you – more than our letting go of bad habits. As we 

bring our tithes and offerings, may they be given not for the 

praise of others, but from our hearts to yours. In this season of 

denial and repentance, help us take on what brings you joy: 

sharing with the hungry, offering shelter and clothing to the 

homeless and poor, and showing compassion to all we meet 

for carrying life’s unshared burdens. In doing so, may light 

arise in the darkness. In Christ, we pray. Amen. 
 

Scripture Lesson                 Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21              Liturgist 

 

 Sermon                     A Mark of Hope                   Rev. Lori Reyes 

Invitation to the Observance of Lenten Discipline 
 

Thanksgiving Over the Ashes 
 

Imposition of Ashes 

Please come forward to receive the sign of the cross on your 

forehead or hand, at the direction of the Pastor 
 

Corporate Prayer of Confession (screen) 

 Lord, Holy One, have mercy on us. We confess our sins to 

you. We have fallen short of your glory and without your mercy 

and grace, we would be dust. We repent now.  

 Lord, as we enter into this Lenten season, be near to us. 

Help us, by your Holy Spirit, to feel right conviction and          

repentance for our sin. Help us, by your Spirit, to have the 

strength to overcome the enemy. 

 Thank you, Lord, that Easter is coming! Death has no sting, 

no victory, because of Jesus! Glory and honor and praise to His 

name! Thank you for rescuing us. Help us keep both the weight 

and the joy of this season in our hearts as we move through the 

next several weeks. Help us bear the good fruit of your Spirit.  

 Thank you that the ashes on our forehead do not symbolize 

our ultimate reality. From dust we might have been formed, but 

our bodies, our spirits, ourselves, await beautiful redemption 

and the restoration of all things. Help us long and look forward 

to that day, and let it come quickly, Lord Jesus. Amen. 
 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion (bulletin) 
 

*Closing Hymn             Lord, I Want to Be a Christian            #402  
 

*Mission Statement (screen) 

    Leader:    We are a community called to worship  

         and glorify God by 

    People:    Bringing People to Christ, 

         Growing People in Christ, 

         And Serving People for Christ. 

    Leader:    This is our mission. 

    All:         Thanks be to God! 
 

*Benediction and Sending Forth 
 

*Postlude 

EMILIE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

7300 New Falls Road, Levittown PA 19055 
 

Phone: 215-945-5502 

E-mail: office@emilieumc.com 

Website: www.emilieumc.com 

Ministers 

The members and friends of Emilie UMC 
 

Co-Pastors 

Reverend Marcia Lincoln-Heinz - PastorMarcia@emilieumc.com 

Reverend Lori Reyes - PastorLori@emilieumc.com 
 

Minister of Visitation 

Sally Basdeo (northminsterch@aol.com) 
 

Director of Music & Worship 

Ryan Fleming (ryanfleming55@yahoo.com) 
 

Business Manager (Day School Liaison & Family Ministries)  

Cindy Calderone (business@emilieumc.com) 
 

Director of Emilie Christian Day School 

Jennifer Thompson (dayschool@emilieumc.com) 
 

Emilie Christian Day School 

215-945-3131 

dayschool@emilieumc.com 

Emiliechristiandayschool.com 
 

Pastor-On-Call: Please call 215-945-5503  

The pastor-on-call is available outside of regular office hours for those 

experiencing true emergencies, such as a critical hospitalization or 

urgent physical, emotional or spiritual need. 
 

To inquire about services that the church offers, such as joining 

the church, transferring membership, confirmation, baptism or 

any other questions or information, please call the church    

office during business hours. 
 

Church Office Hours 

Mon & Fri: 9am-noon  

Tue, Wed, Thu: noon-3pm 
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The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right and good to give you thanks and  

praise, almighty God, and everlasting Father, through  

Jesus Christ your Son. For in these forty days, you lead  

us into the desert of repentance that through a  

pilgrimage of prayer and discipline we may grow in  

grace and learn to be your people once again.  

Through fasting, prayer and acts of service you bring  

us back to your generous heart. Through study of your  

holy word you open our eyes to your presence in the  

world and free our hands to welcome others into the  

radiant splendor of your love. And so, with your people on 

earth and all the company of heaven, we praise your name 

and join their unending hymn: 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

We thank you that Your Spirit anointed Jesus to preach good 

news to the poor, to proclaim release to the captives and    

recovery of sight to the blind, to set at liberty the oppressed, 

and to announce that the time had come when you would 

save your people.  

 

On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he therefore  

took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the bread,  

gave it to his disciples, and said:  

"Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. 

Do this in remembrance of me." 

  

When the supper was over he took the cup, 

gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said: 

"Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 

poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.   

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me." 

 

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus 

Christ, we offer ourselves this day in praise and thanksgiving 

as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for us, 

as we proclaim the joy-filled mystery of faith: 

 

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 

 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, 

and on these gifts of bread and wine. 

Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, 

that we may bravely be for the world the body of Christ, 

redeemed by his blood. 

 

By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and 

one in ministry to all the world until Christ comes in final victory, 

and we feast at his heavenly banquet.   

 

Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy 

Church, all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and 

forever.  Amen. 


